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WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU FIND A HOME HEATING OIL 

UNDERGROUND TANK? 

 

When you find an underground storage tank (UST) you have several options: 
 

- Ignore the tank. The State does not regulate home heating oil tanks. They are only 

    concerned with underground tanks when you know there is a petroleum release 

(Contaminated soil found under the tank or a surface spill). 

- Pump the tank empty and fill with an inert foam product. This meets “Closure” 

requirements satisfying most lenders and potential home buyers. Keep your records 

for real-estate disclosures. Estimate $1400- $1800 (Charlotte area). 

- Pump the tank empty and remove from the ground. If soil contamination is not found, 

the project is over. Keep your records for real-estate disclosures. Estimate $2600- $3000     

(Charlotte Area). 

 

If soil contamination is found: 
As of October 1, 2015, DEQ currently does not require any initial abatement action 

or remediation for residential heating oil releases unless deemed an emergency and 

will not pay for any remediation. (Keep in mind that some lending institutions and/or 

insurance companies may require additional work.) 

 

- However, Current law (NCGS 143-215.85 (a) and (b)) requires that any significant 

release of contamination be immediately reported to the North Carolina Department 

of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Division of Waste Management, Mooresville Regional 

Office (704-663-1699) in a 24-Hour Release (form UST-61). 

 

- Further, the property cannot be legally sold by a private individual until a Notice of 

Residual Petroleum (NRP) is filed with the Mecklenburg County Register of Deeds 

Office pursuant to NCGS 1438- 279.11 (d). The NRP would contain applicable land use 

restrictions to minimize the risk of exposure to existing contamination. Filing the NRP 

will not be required if all soil contamination exceeding applicable standards has been 

removed. Upon reporting the release, the current property owner will be identified by the 

State as the "Responsible Party" for any State required action relating to the UST 

leakage. The State may require that a Receptor Survey (drinking water wells) be 

conducted prior to the issuance of the NRP.  

 

- Spectrum would recommend the removal of the UST and associated contaminated 

soil prior to the commencement of any home additions. This would minimize the 

potential for direct exposure to contaminated soils during construction and subsequent 

intrusion of petroleum vapors into any planned addition. Further, the filing of an NRP 

may not be required by removing the UST and all contaminated soil exceeding applicable 

standards. 
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- The owner may still continue with remediation work to obtain a “No Further Action” 

letter from the State at their own expense. As of September 1st, 2003, the latest NC State 

regulations are in place. They basically say that if soil contamination is found under the 

tank, lines or pump, the contaminated soil needs to be removed. We have to remove as 

much of the contaminated soil as practicable, take “DRO/GRO with BETX soil samples” 

from the side walls and bottom of cavity and have an IAA Report prepared by a 

Professional Engineer.  

 

Additional Soil Removal Project (after tank is removed and soil contamination is 

discovered): this is additional work that may be required by the State. 

- Up to Four truck loads (approximately 56.8 tons State recommended amount) of 

contaminated soil removed, -Supervisor and Technician on site, -Photoionization 

Detector (PID) to field test soil 

- Dig and Remove soil to disposal site. This includes the use of back hoe, (after 56.8 tons 

the soil will be removed at the rate of $52/ton and $450 for the trip charge per truck load 

to disposal site, if a trachoe is needed to dig deeper it will be brought in at a rate of $1200 

per day.), - seven (7) “DRO/GRO with BETX soil samples”, -Four loads of back fill, 

after four loads, back fill will be brought in at $250 per load, -Professional Engineer on 

site and Report Preparation of “Initial Abatement Action Report” 

   Total approximately $11-15,000.00 (Charlotte Area) 

 

- If contamination is still found in the excavation or if we encounter groundwater, the 

State could require that a Limited Site Assessment Phase One (LSA I) be conducted. This 

includes the installation a groundwater monitoring well with water sampling plus 

additional soil samples and reporting. The additional costs of reporting, well installation 

and testing would add approximately $6-7,000 to the above mentioned cost estimate. 

More than likely, we would have to apply for the deed restriction which is the Notice of 

Residual Petroleum (NRP).  

 

It should be noted that removal of 56.8 tons may not remove all of the contaminated soil 

in the excavation. We have had projects that removed up to 318 tons to achieve a clean 

excavation and receive a “no further action” letter from DEQ. (If the project needs 

engineered backfill expect an additional charge). 

Some recent projects and the cost associated with them are as follows. 

 

 Project   Tons Removed   Project Cost    

Charlotte   52 tons    14,823 

Mint Hill  25    10,842    

Scoffield Rd  57.91    12,894    

S. Caswell Rd.  78.14    12,902    

Charlotte/LSA  47.48    20,352    

Guilford Rd/LSA 215    28,089    

LSA: Limited Site Assessment, includes additional reporting, monitoring well, public 

notification, deed restriction 
 

To contact the local the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), 

Division of Waste Management representative, call Brett Morris at 704-663-1699. If you 

have any questions or require additional information please do not hesitate to call me at 

704-309-4262 cell or smhamilton@comporium.net. 

 

Stephen M. Hamilton- Consultant 
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Tank Removal Projects 

 
 

 
 

Tank Foaming Project 

  
 

 


