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What is Adhered Masonry Veneer? 

Adhered Masonry Veneer (AMV) is a type of 

masonry product that is attached directly to the 

underlying wall 

substrate and 

is ancored with 

an adhesive or 

cement based 

mortar. 

 

What is the difference between AMV and 

Cultured Stone? 

AMV can be referred to as cultured stone, 

manufactured stone, or cast stone.  AMV can 

also be thin cut real stone or thin cut brick. 

Cultured Stone is a brand name but sometimes 

it’s used generically. 

How does AMV differ from regular brick 

construction? 

With standard brick veneer the brick is 

anchored to the 

home by metal strips, 

there is a void 

between the brick 

and the home that 

allows for drainage 

and air circulation. 

AMV is attached 

directly to the 

substrate and over a weather proof barrier that 

acts as the drainage plane. 

What are the concerns with AMV?    

The main concern with AMV is water 

penetration. The installation of a drainage plane 

and proper flashing details around penetrations 

is critical to control water penetration and 

provide a path for drainage. A weep screed 

must be present at the base of all wood framed 

walls for drainage.   

Adequate adhesion of the AMV to the substrate 

is essential to 

ensure the 

AMV remains 

in place and 

does not come 

loose and fall off.  

Flexible sealant/caulking should be present 

where the AMV 

meets other 

materials to allow 

for expansion and 

contraction of the 

different materials.  

 

Proper 

spacing 

between 

roof and 

walkway 

surfaces is 

important.  

A significant number of the installation details 

are covered up during the installation process 

and cannot be seen or verified with a visual 

non- invasive inspection.  
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Why is control of water penetration critical? 

If the AMV is not installed properly it will not 

protect the underlying components . The 

weater resitant barrier is not designed for long 

term exposure to water. Trapped or water 

flowing downward over the AMV will eventually 

deteriorate the barrier and result in damage to 

the wood framed wall. Most of these conditions 

are hidden and cannot be seen.  

Why did the home inspector called out the 

AMV for review? 

Based on their knowledge, background and 

training the inspector has observed installation 

details that do not meet the established 

industry standards. These standards ensure the 

AMV functions as a system and protects the 

wood framed walls of the home from water 

that could result in leaking, organic growth 

and/or hidden decay. 

 

What should I do next? 

Since the inspector has recommended a review 

of the installation, that means they have 

idenified deficiencies in the installation that 

could result in problems. The AMV may look 

nice and shows no signs of any outward 

problems but, improper installation means the 

system may not prerform as designed and the 

reliability and product life could be impacted. 

Because a general home inspection is visual and 

not invasive the inspector has recommended a 

more detailed review by a specalist to ensure 

that no adverse or hidden conditions exist, and 

to identify if corrective actions are needed or 

recommended.  

  

The homeowner and their agent say they have 

a warranty 

Typically a manufacture will provide a warranty 

for their product. These warranties usually only 

cover the performance of the product itself and 

almost never cover 

the installation 

process. This means 

if the AMV fails they 

will replace the 

product but not 

cover the removal, 

repairs and re-installation. 

If the seller is providing a Home Warranty it is 

imperative that you thoroughly read the 

warranty to fully understand what it includes 

and excludes. Do not assume that you are 

covered for anything that happens because you 

have a warranty. 

 Some companies offer a specific warranty for 

this type of material but only after a thorough 

inspection of the installation has been 

conducted.  

Regardless of the type of warranty make sure 

that it specifically covers damage from water 

penetration to the underlying and adjacent 

materials and that the installation meets all 

building codes and manufactures installation 

instructions.  
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The Builder/Contractor reviewed the 

installation and says it’s okay. 

Your inspector has reviewed the installation 

against recognized industry guidelines 

published by the Masonry Veneer Association 

which are based on best industry practices, 

experience and model building codes. These 

guidelines provide the basis for their findings. 

While it is possible to install materials outside of 

these guidelines it should only be done with a 

proper review by a design specialist and as 

directed by their written specifications.  Ask the 

builder/contractor for documentation 

supporting the variances in the installation. 

Additionally, the North Carolina Home Inspector 

Licensing Board has provided specific language 

for this material and the conditions noted for 

use in their reports. 

Finally, request that a third party reviewer put 

their opinions, findings 

and recommendations 

in writing along with 

their license number, 

the same as your 

home inspector has 

done 

Are repairs possible? 

Some minor conditions may be repairable. 

However, due to the way in which the AMV is 

installed most are not. Conditions like missing 

weep screeds or flashing will require removal of 

the AMV. It is best to consult with a contractor 

that specializes in the installation and 

inspection of AMV to obtain their professional 

opinion, identify the type of repairs required 

and the extent and cost of the recommended 

repairs. 

More information 

Masonry Veneer Manufactures Association 

Guidelines 

http://ncma-br.org/pdfs/masterlibrary/MVMA%20Installation%20Guide%204th%20Edition%20web.pdf
http://ncma-br.org/pdfs/masterlibrary/MVMA%20Installation%20Guide%204th%20Edition%20web.pdf

